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UDI declared under

a mango

BAIDYANATHALA, 17 April
FORMAL proclamation of the
independence of Bangla Desh
was made today in a mango
groveat this.village a mile inside
East Pakistan.

Indian and foreign newspaper

_ teporters were invited here from
Calcutta for the event and mem-
bers of the- secessionist govern-
ment, headed by the Awami League
leader, Tajuddin Ahmed, as Prime

Minister, were introduced to them.”

About 5.000 East Bengalis had
gathered under the trees for the
ceremony and were guarded by
riflemen of the Mukti Fouj-——tho
Liberation Army.

But  reports reaching ' India
earlier in the day suggested that
the secessionist ‘forces had just
been obliged to abandon Chua-
danga, the small town mnear the
Indian frontier only receatly pro-
claimed the provisional capital of
free Bangla Desh. | The Pakistan
Army i8 sald to have attacked the

tree

town after bombing raids by tho
Pakistan Air Fotce.

Radio Pakistan said today that
Pakistan Army {roops' had am-
bushed an Indian supply column

near the India-East Pakistan
border.
A Diplomatic Correspondent

writes: Chinahas'been instrumental
in helping Pakistan to checkmate a
move by India and Russia to-win

rinternational recognition for Bangla

Desh.

Pakxstan sources  disclose that
China was ready to recognise the
Azad (Free) Kashmir Government;
located in Muzzaffarabad, Paki-
stan, as the government for the
whole of the disputed territory of
Kashmir.

Faced with the ra:pxdly escalating
confrontation between India and
Pakistan, and anxioys to avoid ‘a
new explosion in Kashmir, Delhi
and Moscow apparently had second
thoughts about.recognising the pro-
visional ‘Bangla Desh govern-
ment. '
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